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husband, and he resented both the social and official dis-
cipline  to which  he was  subjected.     But,  of a  sudden,
matters improved, and he was astonished to find himself
bidden to the not very hospitable board of his superior,
"My dear/' had said the wife, "1 begin to think that our
bad opinion of this young man may not  have been quite
just.    His tent,  you  know,  is  near mine.,  and last night
I  heard   him   say  to   his   bearer,  * Jo khitab  hum  ros-roz
pariah hon, lao'" (which, notwithstanding the bad grammar,
being interpreted means, " Bring to me the book which 1
daily read ").    " It is comforting/' she added, " to know he
is not entirely frivolous, and to think he sends his bearer
to bring him his Bible every night when he goes to bed"
So   the   assistant - magistrate  was   bidden   to   luncheon,   or
"tiffin"1 as it is generally termed in India.    The feast was
of the skimpy proportions to be  expected of this serious
and frugal pair.    But in the entertainment there was this
advantage, that it was held in a tent with a stove* and the
weather being very wet and cold* Tommy was glad enough
W dry himself at the fire and escape temporarily from his
own well - soaked   shelter.     He so far ingratiated himself
during the scanty meal that, the rain having choked off
all   business   in   camps  he was   bidden  to remain  by the
fireside to  complete  his  drying, and to  stay even  to the
tea-hour, when the magistrate would improve the occasion
by reading   aloud   from   the  works  of  the   Rev.  D'Ismal
Howler, that  eminent  divine whose writings  are  so well
knqwn to his many admirers.   Tommy gladly curled him-
self %p before the stove, and having exhausted all his topics
of conversation,  asked permission to send for his bearer,
to whom, being duly summoned, was repeated the formula,
*e Bring to me the book which I daily read/'    The man
, soon returned, bearing in his hand a volume of considerable
proportions with a bright  red cover  on which were em-
blazoned a hunting-crop, a fox's brush, and various other
emblems of the chase, and altogether as unlike, as could

1 See ante, p. 53.